
Public Outreach ς  
Past, Present & Future 

2007 

ωThe Point MacKenzie  Rail Extension Project corridor was evaluated in 2007 in the Preliminary Environmental and Alternatives 
Report (PEAR) a comprehensive report produced by the Railroad, contractors, and the Borough. In mid-January 2008, the MSB and 
the ARRC submitted the PEAR to the Surface Transportation Board (STB), the lead federal agency responsible for approving new rail 
line.  

ωPublic Involvement activities for the PEAR occurred between September and December 2007.  Over 361 comments were received. 

2008 
ωOn Feb. 12, 2008, the STB issued a Notice of Intent (NOI)to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), which kicked off the 
formal environmental review process required under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  

ωThe STB held scoping meetings: 

2009 

ωThe STB considered agency and public input received during the scoping process and on July 17, 2009 issued the final scope of study 
for the Draft EIS.  

ωThe STB published the final scope of study in the Federal Register, placed it on the STB Web site and project Web sites, and mailed 
an announcement of the availability of the final scope of study to approximately 8,000 individuals, agencies, and other interested 
parties on the STB project mailing list.  

2010 

ωThe STB issued a Draft EIS on March 16, 2010. 

ωThe STB and cooperating agencies held 6 public meetings on the Draft EIS 

 

 

ωThe STB distributed the Draft EIS through hard copy and CD-ROM mailing to maximize public awareness of the availability of the 
document and to provide instructions on how to comment on the Draft EIS. The list included approximately 6,800 contacts at the 
time STB distributed the Draft EIS. STB received a total of approximately 162 written and oral comments during the Draft EIS 
comment period, which closed on May 10, 2010.  

2011 

ωThe STB released the Final Environmental Impact Statement on March 25, 2011.  The Final EIS recommended the Mac Central and 
Houston South as the proposed route for the Point MacKenzie Rail Extension. 

ωARRC prepared and submitted permit applications 

ωWinter 2010/2011 Big Lake Trails Group Meeting 

ωApril -  ARRC Open House 

ωSection 106 outreach 

ωJune, July ς Mushers meetings 

ωOctober - MSB trails meeting 

ωNovember ς Final Mushers meeting 

ÅKnik ς March 3 
ÅBig Lake ς March 4 
ÅWillow ς March 5 
 

ÅHouston ς March 6 
ÅWasilla ς March 10 
ÅAnchorage ς March 11 
 

ÅAnchorageς April 6 
ÅBig Lake ς April 7 
ÅWasillaς April 8 
 

ÅHouston ς April 12 
ÅWillowς April 13 
ÅKnikς April 14 
 



What We Heard 
(from past meetings) 

Recommendations for additional crossings or trails:   

ï Separated grade crossing (bridge) for the historic Iditarod Trail (south of 
the actual Iditarod Race route)  

ï  Crossing for the Iron Dog Connector Trail (Big Lake Trail #5). 

ï Crossing for the Flat Lake Connector Trail used by mushers to avoid Iron 
Dog traffic on Big Lake Trail #5 (Iron Dog Connector Trail). 

ï Crossing for Iditarod Race Trail from Knik between the Historic Race Trail 
and West Susitna Parkway. 

ï Crossings at seismic and/or section lines in Big Lake area. 

ï Trail parallel to the proposed rail right-of-way. 

 

Safety issues:  

ï Recommend increasing clearance under bridges from 12 feet to at least 
14 feet to account for snow depth, removal of snow from rail portions 
over bridges and also to account for height of grooming equipment. 

ï wŜǊƻǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ Ƴŀȅ άōƻǘǘƭŜƴŜŎƪέ ǳǎŜǊǎ κǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
increase the potential for collisions and user conflicts.  

ï Concerns about locations and/or types of crossings (e.g., At-grade 
crossings on existing roadways) 

Other: 

ï Request the creation of a Special Use District similar to the one at Knik 
(Sled Dog and Recreation District) for protection of trails important to  
mushing. 

ï Take growth into account when planning crossings 

ï Provide information on where the ARRC cannot provide crossings and 
appropriate mitigation steps (e.g. VORTAC radar site) 

 



Point MacKenzie Area 



Point MacKenzie 

11. West Aryshire Avenue and 12.  West Holstein Avenue 
Cost = $125,000 (per crossing) 

13. Baker Farm Stream Crossing (MC 4.5) 
Cost = $1,600,000 



Point MacKenzie 

14.  Figure 8 Lake Loop Trail 
Cost = $ 335,000 



West Big Lake/Houston 



West Big Lake/Houston 

5.  Unnamed Tributary to the Little Susitna River (H 6.3) 
Cost = $2,200,000 

6.  Unnamed Tributary to the Little Susitna River (H 4.3) 
Cost = $1,600,000 



West Big Lake/Houston 

7.  West Papoose Twins Road and 8. West Susitna Parkway 
Cost = $100,000 (per crossing) 

10.  Outflow of Diamond Lake (H 0.8) 
Cost = $2,200,000 



West Big Lake/Houston 

9.  Iditarod Historic Trail 
Cost = $1,550,000 

Iditarod Race Trail Reroute 


